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The volunteers at Confluence, positioned in South Africa but overlooking Botswana and Zimbabwe too!

What’s Inside...

Page 2 - Mapungubwe Trip

Page 3 - Night Time Call Ups

Page 3 - Sighting of the month

Page 4 - Waterhole Update

Page 5 & 6 - Mammal Profile and General Update
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This month the volunteers helped
out at Mapungubwe-one of South
Africa National Parks. During their
four days camping here, two were
spent assisting the staff with the
reconstruction of their greenhouse.

Certain trees and plants in
Mapungubwe are quickly
disappearing as a result of damage
caused by the elephants. One of the
conservation students, Sam, is
leading a project which aims to see
these plants reintroduced into an

elephant proof area of the park. The - -
greenhouse was constructed some Mapungubwes Greenhou_se — in need of a little
time ago, it houses a good stock of repair

these plants. They have been
growing nicely but the structure
needed some remodelling to make it
more effective.

All the volunteers got involved with taking
down the old netting, constructing a new
netting system, making a trellis and weeding
the area too. This was no easy task as it is no
ordinary size greenhouse, measuring
approximately 30 meters wide, 30 meters
long and about 15 meters high!

They did a very impressive job and were
hopefully rewarded by the elephant, Gemsbok
and Giraffe sightings that they also
experienced during their time at Mapungubwe.

The volunteers repairing the existing structure
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We are seeing plenty of great things here at Legodimo; elephants, zebra, warthog,
waterbuck, crocodiles, hippos and impala to name just a few. These are all great but
for the last few weeks the predators seem to have gone into hiding. Interested to
see what was happening a plan was put together.

Dave (Conservation Coordinator at Legodimo) got together a spotlight, a CD
featuring various sounds of prey species and a truck full of willing volunteers and
headed off into to darkness. The intention being that if you play the sounds of prey
species in distress then hopefully any passing hungry predator will come and try get
themselves and easy meal! The reason for going out during the evening hours is
because this is the time that most predators are most likely to be awake and
hunting.

So far we have not had any predator sightings as a result but it is early days and we
will continue with it. The CD is a little painful on the ear but the call ups are proving
to be good fun and very interesting nonetheless. Being out on the reserve at night
gives you a whole new perspective, allowing you to experience sights and sounds
under the beautiful starry southern skies.

Spotted Hyena 7/7/09

During a visit to top up one of the waterholes there was the very welcome sight of a
spotted hyena further up the road. The hyena didn’'t give the volunteers much time
so sadly no pictures were obtained. This sighting has been met with such great
excitement as it has been some time since hyena have been seen or heard on the
reserve, we are very glad to know that they are still about!

To give you an idea what he/ she would have looked like, here is a picture of a Spotted Hyena at night
being lit by spotlight!
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Waterhole Update..................

At the natural seep line waterhole an incredible sight was witnessed earlier this month. Fifty plus
elephants were found just drinking and hanging out at this small yet ever eventful spot. We often see
smaller herds of ten to fifteen here but this was something new. Research has began to try to identify
the herds that we have here and every sighting of these magnificent creatures now gets recorded. The
elephants defining features are noted so that we can create an identity kit created. Eventually this can
be used to aid deeper research into aspects such as their movements and behaviours. The sighting at
the waterhole confirms we have plenty of work to do and it’s all rather exciting. Also included below are
some pictures of the latest Legodimo waterhole. It’s located in hard soil so our resident Superman -
Janine got the tractor on it. Sadly, this proved ineffective so the next plan is to water the area and get
digging!

e ek

Just a handful of the fifty plus elephants found at the seep-line waterhole

The boys pose with spades whilst Janine attempts to shift some earth with the tractor!
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And Finally...
Hello,

The weather has been a bit chilly but spirits are high as everyone has been pitching
in with the work on the reserve. The guys and gals have been clearing roads,
removing old fences, working on the Legodimo greenhouse and repairing old and
digging new waterholes.

This month has seen the arrival of a new male Elephant around camp. He is now
affectionately known as Flash, due to one of our volunteers accidentally using their
camera flash on our first meeting with him. Flash is easily recognisable as his right
ear is bent over and we hope to learn more about him as time goes on.

Our resident porcupine Brian has almost been behaving herself. Her only
mischievous moment of the month was disappearing into the bush with our rice pot!
Luckily the rice pot has since been found unharmed, yet it was a fair distance from
camp.

So that’s all the months news, | hope you enjoyed reading the newsletter. | would
like to invite all previous volunteers (regardless of how long ago you left) to send in
your accounts of your time here. I would love to share them in our newsletter along
with any pictures you may have.

I'd also like to ask that if any of the recent leavers have ay clear pictures of the
elephants or predators, then please email them over. They are a great help for us
when creating the animal identification Kkits.

Thanks everyone, all the best till next time!

Kathy Thomas

Desk Officer

Legodimo Nature Reserve, Botswana
Southafrica-cons@projects-abroad.net
Tel: +27 824013515
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